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SUBJECT: SECOND CONFERENCE ON US-CARIBBEAN TRADE INVESTMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN MIAMI - JANUARY 18-20, 1978 

REF: STATE 005898 

1 . AMBASSADOR CONTACTED MINISTER OF FINANCE FRANKLIN HOPE 
JAN. 10 TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN SUBJECT CONFERENCE. HOPE RESPONDED THAT DUE 
TO THE DELAY IN PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF GOG'S ANNUAL 
BUDGET HE WILL NOT REPEAT NOT BE AVAILABLE TO PARTICIPATE. 

HE WILL BE WRITING ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN WITHIN THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS REGRETTING HIS INABILITY TO ATTEND. 

2. HOPE SAID THAT HE HAD ORIGINALLY EXPECTED TO ATTEND ON 
THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE GOG BUDGET WOULD BE PREPARED AND 
PUBLISHED BEFORE JANUARY 1 AS IS CUSTOMARY. HOWEVER, DUE 
TO THE STRINGENT ECONOMIC SITUATION IN WHICH GOG FINDS ITSELF 
AND THE NECESSITY FOR MAKING CERTAIN LAST-MINUTE ADJUSTMENTS, 
BUDGET PREPARATION HAS BEEN DELAYED AND HE IS UNABLE 

TO PARTICIPATE. 
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